RURAL BOARDS
take the same point of view in both offices in all material questions of business. This may possibly appear to derogate from the independence of municipalities; but in the present circumstances of India it is necessary in the smaller municipalities, in the interests of efficiency and smooth administration. The chairman-magistrate, a man of affairs and experience, and yet on the spot, serves as a buffer between the amorphous opinions of an inexperienced board and the weighty but somewhat detached position of the Commissioner, to whom the control and guidance of the municipalities has been delegated by Government. That Government control and guidance are necessary at the present stage no one can deny; granting that necessity, the arrangement which the experience of two decades has evolved seems to be the best possible at once for present efficiency and for future progress.
In discussing the progress of the rural boards, we find the situation far less encouraging than in the case of the municipal boards. The two points of departure from the original conception of the boards, which we noticed in discussing the municipalities, are also noticeable, even with stronger force, in the case of the rural boards. The greatest diversity prevails in the different provinces in respect of the unit for the rural boards. It may be said of several of the provinces that they contain district boards only, and practically no local boards for the smaller areas.